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HAREWOOD JUNIOR SCHOOL POETRY OVERVIEW 

Suggested 
poems to: 

Y3 Y4 

Learn then 
perform… 

1 x performance 
in class or 

assembly 

 

• I’m Walking with my Iguana by Brian Moses  
• The Magic Box by Kit Wright 
• Plastic Bag Tree by Michael Rosen 
• Daddy Fell into the Pond by Alfred Noyes 

• Ancient Egypt for Kids (short poem collection) 
by Paul Perro 
 

• Nature Trail by Benjamin Zephaniah 
• Bug Chant by Tony Mitton 
• I am a Roman Soldier by Josiah Wedgewood 
• Fruit Picking by Jack Ousbey 

• The Door by Miroslav Holub 
• The River by Valerie Bloom 
• I wish I’d looked after me teeth by Pam Ayres 

 

Analyse 
then create 
our own… 

2 x literacy 
poetry units with 

independent 
written outcome 

Autumn Term: Kennings 
• Cats by Sandy Brownjohn 
• Moon by Sue Cowling 
• The Teacher by Kristin Hammett 
• A Feather by Tony Mitton 
• A Mother Is… by Sharon Rodd 

 

Spring Term: Haikus 
• A Caterpillar by Matsuo Bashō 
• Even More so by Yosa Buson 
• The Earth Shakes by Steve Sanfield 

 

Summer Term: Free verse / Shape poems 
• The Mouse’s Tale by Lewis Carroll 
• Swan and Shadow by John Hollander 

• Beauty of Trees by Jennifer Betts 
• This is Just to Say by William Carlos Williams 
• The Hollow Men by TS Eliot 
• 1975 by Alison Brackenbury* 

 

Summer Term: Structured Poems  
• The Roman Road by Thomas Hardy 
• Mafia Cats by Roger McGough 

• Please Mrs Butler by Allan Ahlberg 
• I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud by William 

Wordsworth 
• Fire and Ice by Robert Frost* 
• For Word by Benjamin Zephaniah 

 

Read and 
appreciate… 

Reading for 
pleasure 

• The Law of the Jungle by Rudyard Kipling 
• The Tyger by William Blake 
• Fossils and my Brother by Michael Rosen 

• Macavity: The Mystery cat by T. S. Eliot 
• Wilderness by Carl Sandburg 
• The Day that Summer Died by Vernon Scannell 
• Sounds of the Sea by James Berry 
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throughout the 
year 

• Journey through the Stone Age by The Museum 
of London 

• Some Other Names for Rain by Kate Wakelin 
 

Suggested 
poems to: 

Y5 Y6 

Learn then 
perform… 

 
1 x performance 

in class or 

assembly 

 

• Gran can you rap? by Jack Ousby 
• Six Ways to Look at the Moon by Pie Corbett 
• Comet by Kate Wakeling 
• Planet for Sale by Benjamin Zephaniah 

• The Unending Sky by John Masefield 
 

• I am the Song by Charles Causley 
• Talking Turkeys by Benjamin Zephaniah 
• What I Love About School by Roger McGough 
• Three Rusty Nails by Roger McGough 

Analyse 
then create 
our own… 

 
2 x literacy 

poetry units with 
independent 

written outcome 

Autumn Term: Structured Poems 
• Hard Frost by Andrew Young 

• Yes by Adrian Mitchell 
• To His Love by Ivor Gurney* 
• Stop all the clocks, cut off the telephone by W H 

Auden 
 

Autumn Term: Free Verse Poems 
• Warning by Jenny Joseph 

• Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow from 
Macbeth by Shakespeare 

• Where did the handsome beloved go? By Jalal 
Al-Din Rumi 

Summer Term: Narrative Poetry 
• The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes 

• The Lady of Shallot by Alfred Tennyson 
• Hiawatha’s Childhood By Henry Wadsworth 

Longfellow 
• Millers End by Charles Causley 

Summer Term: Structured Poems 
• If by Rudyard Kipling 

• What has happened to Lulu? By Charles Causley 
• Timothy Winters By Charles Causley 
• Jabberwocky by Lewis Carroll 
• Sonnet 18 by William Shakespeare 
• Ducks by FW Harvey* 

Read and 
appreciate… 

Reading for 
pleasure 

throughout the 

year 

• The Magic of the Brain by Jenny Joseph 
• The Visitor by Ian Serailler 
• Life Doesn’t Frighten me at all by Maya  

Angelou 
• Witches Chant by William Shakespeare 
• Windy Nights by Robert Louis Stevenson 

• Amulet by Ted Hughes 
• Glad of these times by Helen Dunmore 
• It ain’t what you do it’s what it does to you by 

Simon Armitage 
• What the Tortoises know by Lucille Lang Day 
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